
    Looking for the next great book to sink your teeth 
into? Look no further. Below are over 100 links to web-
sites that provide free e-books on a huge variety of 
topics.
     
     Browse works by Mark Twain, Joseph Conrad and 
other famous authors at: 
http://www.iheartintelligence.com/2014/08/31/free-
books-100-legal-sites-download-literature/
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     Crowley ISD employees now 
have access to Microsoft 365.  
     This includes access to Office 
applications plus other productivity 
services that are enabled over the 
Internet (cloud services), such as 
Exchange Online hosted email.
     Teachers can access their 
Crowley ISD Microsoft Office 365 
accounts by going to the Crow-
ley ISD Technology Staff Portal at:                  

http://www.crowleyisdtechnology.
com/cisd-staff-portal.html
     Please visit the Crowley ISD 
Technology website for updates:
http://www.crowleyisdtechnology.
com/

introducing office 365           

6 great apps for the classroom      
1. AppsGoneFree
Every day, it lists the apps that are 
free for a limited time. This is a great 
resource for teachers to get apps 
that are not normally free. 
2. Remind 
Parents  and/or students can send 
an email or text message to an 
assigned number and teachers 
can send them texts and remind-
ers about important due dates and 
events.

3. Too Noisy
Too Noisy is a sound meter. Teach-
ers can adjust the sensitivity and 
put it up on your monitor for 
students to self-monitor noise. 
4. Skitch
Skitch is the solution for those of  
who like being able to write on 
SmartBoard and want the same 
functionality with an iPad. Users can 
write or draw over any photograph 
(including worksheets or other 

activities). 
5. TinyScan
TinyScan is specifically designed to 
photograph documents, meaning 
they come up clear, easy to read, 
and without a bunch of shadows or 
variations in color and shade.
6. Educreations
Educreations allows teachers and 
students to create a whiteboard 
lesson, record it, and play it back for 
one another.

free eBooks        iRockstar of the month            
     Sycamore Elementary 
teacher Louise Morgan is 
our iRockstar for using the 
Aging Booth app for the 
celebration of the 100th 
Day of School. 

     The students also         
predicted what life and the 
world would be like in 100 
years. 

cisd tech talk

Do you know an iRockstar? Email their name, a 
photo, and a brief description of why they are 
rocking technology in their classroom. Nominate 
them at stacey.dudzinski@crowley.k12.tx.us
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PDF to Word app for iOS           
     Creating and managing docu-
ments has become more meaning-
ful since Microsoft’s introduction of 
the free Microsoft Word app for iOS 
in 2013, enabling everyone to view, 
edit and share their MS Office files 
from the convenience of their favor-
ite mobile device. However, this app 
unlike its desktop version, Microsoft 
Word 2013 doesn’t allow editing of 
PDF files.

     Teachers are dealing with PDF files 
on a daily basis, because of its mul-
tiple benefits when it comes to shar-
ing and viewing documents. The PDF 
is well known for its 
optimized cross-platform availabil-
ity. But like all other things, it has its 
downside - the lack of editing fea-
tures.

     That drawback makes it hard for 
people to combine different docu-
ments, or extract certain parts of 
text for classroom projects. People 
frequently encounter this obstacle, 
since almost every electronic re-
source is neatly packed into a non-
editable PDF file.

     The solution for this problem lies 
in PDF converter apps, which have a 
nifty way of giving users the ability to 
convert PDF files using their favorite 
sidekicks: iPads and iPhones.

     An app that is good at this is PDF 
to Word app for iOS devices. This app 
accurately converts PDF to Word, 
preserving the original layout of the 
document and providing users with 
a .docx output file format, which is 
fully editable in both MS Word and 
Google Docs.

     Here is how you to use PDF to Word 
app:

1- Open the PDF file click the infor-
mation tab in the upper right corner. 
Select Open In.

2- Select PDF to Word from the list of 
programs.

3) The conversion will automatically
start and you will quickly receive the 
converted file.

Another perk of this app is that it of-
fers free PDF conversions without 
any limits to the file size. People who 
want to use the app for free will find 
the short waiting time perfectly ac-
ceptable, especially because the high 
quality of the conversion is the same, 
regardless of user status.
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CISD technology updates    
iPad Carts
     The Instructional Technology 
department has been working the 
past 2 weeks to get iPad numbers 
increased at all campus levels. 
     These devices have been de-
ployed in groups of 12, and will 
come with a lockable charging stor-
age locker. 
     Some campuses may notice that 
they do not yet have their device 
storage locker, but these are coming 
and will be set up by district Instruc-
tional Technologists quickly. 
     Once all of these have been de-
ployed to a campus, devices can be 
assigned according to campus need.

Device lockers assigned to the sec-
ondary level will be logged into the 
library’s Destiny checkout system, and
can be checked out from the Campus 
Instructional Technologist. 
     We are currently inventorying 
these devices and will have them 
available shortly for checkout.
TCEA Convention
      The Crowley ISD Technology 
Department attended the Texas 
Computer Educators Association 
annual convention in Aus-
tin this month.   
     The attendees 
participated

in seminars and 
demonstrations of the latest 
in educational technology. 
     TCEA is a member-based organi-
zation devoted to the use of tech-
nology in education. Their primary 
focus is on integrating technology 
into the PreK-12 environment and 
providing our members with state-
of-the-art information through 
conferences, workshops, newslet-
ters, the Internet, and collaborations 
with higher education and business.




